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Even now, we have already introduced the concepts of chiasm and Hebrew parallelism. Did you
recognize it? The awesome TORaH example... is exactly that! Things at the beginning match the things
at the end, often with a key point right in the middle.

We think this stuff is really fun!

Three Fears
To be honest, we have three big fears with the whole project:
1. That people will just accept what we say without thinking about it. This material requires
thoughtful consideration. We want you to pray, think, ask
Jesus. Do not just believe the information because we say it.
We believe what we say is correct, but the Apostle Peter en-
courages everyone to “prepare your minds for action.”

2. That people will think, “Oh, this is too hard. | need a degree in
theology.” Or “I can’t trust my Bible unless | can read it in

'II

Greek! I'm just giving up!” Absolutely not. You can trust the

Bible! We are just giving you some new tools to understand
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God'’s heart and explain some of Paul’s confusing content. We want this study to encourage

you, not deflate or discourage you.

3. That people will try and misuse this information to justify sinful behavior. The angels
surrounding God’s throne in Isaiah 6 did not call out, “LOVE, LOVE, LOVE.” How did they
describe God? What did they say? Exactly... “HOLY, HOLY, HOLY.” Everything that we
promote should line up with God’s HOLY character.

So, please don’t use these materials to try and justify any action that goes against
the character of the Most High, Life-giving, HOLY God.

Four Key Questions

Because we love to see disciples make disciples, we have included one of the fundamental parts
of disciple-making movements — “the Four Questions.” Some principles and some questions transfer
across cultures. These questions transcend culture and they help readers see that while we are not
promoting Western or Eastern culture, we are seeking to understand and expand God’s kingdom

culture.

The Four Questions show that whatever we read in the Bible should inform us about:
1. God’s character and nature.
2. The character and nature of people.
3. A step of practical obedience (We tell our children
that “delayed obedience is disobedience.”) 1. What does this teach us about GOD?

4. An expectation of sharing this information. We 2. What does this teach us about PEOPLE?

3. What command should | OBEY?

anticipate that someone you know needs to hear
4. With whom can | SHARE this?

this information. So, who can you tell?

For You or NOT For You?
S2S seeks to encourage followers of Jesus who want to obey the Bible and figure out how men and
women can work together in the Gospel. Our audience is:

e  FRONT-LINE DISCIPLE MAKERS/CHURCH PLANTERS. You see the urgency of the
Gospel and the need for more laborers. But you want solid theological answers
for the difficult passages that seem to limit women. Welcome, brothers and
sisters! This material is specifically for you. May it strengthen your faith and
help you multiply the church in your context.

e CURIOUS INDIVIDUAL FOLLOWERS of Jesus who love the Bible and want ALL
Jesus offers. You are not a radical feminist, or a power-seeking man, but you do
want to see in the Bible how much God values you and can use you — including

your leadership giftings.

Xi
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e CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH LEADERS who see the potential of women in your
congregation. You deeply want to be consistent in your understanding and
application of Scripture. We hope S2S serves you as you seek to unleash godly
leaders in your context.

e NOTTHE ANGRY WOMAN OR MAN who wants to use the Bible for your own
purposes in a way that violates the holiness of God. S2S celebrates men. We
celebrate women. We honor the holiness of God. We surrender to the authori-
ty of God to develop standards and boundaries because God knows the best
path to human flourishing.

e NOTTHOSE AGAINST WOMEN'’S LEADERSHIP in the Church. S2S has chosen
not to engage in debate that leads to accusation of other believers. If you are
here for the purpose of accusation, we will not engage. If you are here to have
Christ-like conversations, we honor that!

Now that we have shared some of our goals, our love of the Bible and Jesus, and some of our
fears, we pray that you will thoroughly enjoy these materials. We pray that they will bless you, your
family, your churches, your networks, your entire people group.

The prophet Isaiah said, “The grass withers, the flowers fade, but the Word of God stands forever.”
Now let’s obey, and run with it.

Xii



Running fast and far together to complete the Great Commission requires relating with other people
(not surprising!). Across the timeline of humanity, large general periods indicate how men and women
relate with one another (and with God). We call these five general periods “families.”

When we refer to family, we include males and females of any age - single, widowed, or married.
This includes YOU! The Bible speaks much about family - from the creation of the first family in Genesis
to a grand Wedding in Heaven. The Apostle Paul prophetically prayed for the global family:

Ephesians 3:14-17

Understanding the Five Families gives us a clear picture of God’s heart and intent, as well as people’s
sin and need. The first family (Ideal) and the last family (Forever) demonstrate the bookends of God’s
perfect plan for people at creation and into eternity future. The central (Redeemed) family focuses on
the cross of Christ as the pivotal centerpiece of all history. These “up” times are shining pinnacles of
God'’s design and holiness. These mountaintops serve as the goals, the guides, the standards to keep
in mind. The second (Fallen) and fourth (Multiplied) families reveal the struggle with the sin of our
cultures and our need to complete Jesus’ commission. These “down” times show the valleys where
men and women labor to overcome evil, deceit, and doubt.

As you seek to run with Jesus, even as we live in the present valley of sin and death, let us fix our eyes
on God’s original intent, his glorious sacrifice, and life in his eternal presence.

Xiii
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* 12 ancient versions that translated t’suqah as “turning”:
Greek Septuagint, Syriac Peshitta, Samaritan Pentateuch, RG] ET':ﬁ?ﬂg HYAH! =T IRHT & fHehses?
Old Latin, Sahidic, Bohairic, Ethiopic, Arabic, Aquilla’s Greek, Symmachus’

Greek, Theodotion’s Greek, and the Latin Lol gl":ﬁ?*ﬂg HIfTHeR! IR & fHREes?

Vulgate. These translated t’sugah as “turning” in 21 out of 28

references. TIHIS 9T Tlﬁ"ﬁ Eay & B2

See additional research by:

Katherine Bushnell, Walter Kaiser %Tl:ﬁﬁ preltrpe WFH% ‘:lﬁ?
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